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Policy Number 7.3 



Policy Statement 

 

High winds can pose risks to our outdoor Kindergarten sessions and activities in a number of ways, 

primarily due to the nature of our being situated within woodland beneath trees that can be affected 

by wind speed and force. 

 

Churchwood Kindergarten Site Characteristics 

 

At Churchwood Kindergarten, we are able to utilise both the main Kindergarten site and the 

Churchwood Forest School site, along with other on- and off-site locations. Each of the two main 

woodland sites have different risks associated with their ecological make up and on site facilities. 

 

Churchwood Kindergarten 

 The site is comprised of a mixture of mature tree species (such as oak, beech, sycamore, 

sweet chestnut and holly) and relatively young species (as before plus laurel). 

 The trees are stable and healthy, and are checked by a qualified tree surgeon annually. Any 

rotted or unstable trees were felled prior to the opening of the Kindergarten to prevent 

further hazard. 

 The trees are unevenly spaced, with some growing closely together and others growing in 

clearings. Due to the variation of species, trees reach varying heights and widths with a range 

of ‘branching out’ of their canopies.  

 Due to the size of some of the larger branches on the mature trees, high winds can cause 

these to be a falling hazard. 

 The Kindergarten is situated near the rise of a hill, facing south to south east. The prevailing 

wind direction in this area is south westerly. The site remains fairly unaffected by wind unless 

there is an easterly or south easterly wind.  

 The soil conditions appear to be fairly stable, even after prolonged rainfall. 

 The risk of trees falling or being uprooted due to unstable ground is low. 

 The shelter over the fire pit is a parachute and, although tied securely, there is a potential risk 

of the parachute being torn free in adverse weather conditions. This is of greater concern 

should there be a fire burning in the fire pit below the parachute (see the Fire Safety and 

Emergency Evacuation Policy for further details on fire safety during high winds). 

 The toilet and shed are stable structures and so should remain unaffected by high wind. Care 

will still be taken around these structures. 

 Measures have been put in place around the main Kindergarten site to minimise the risk of 

falling twigs and branches, through continual risk assessment and site maintenance. 

 

Churchwood Forest School 

The site of Churchwood Forest School can be described in almost exactly the same way as that at 

Churchwood Kindergarten; the main difference being it is situated lower down the hill and slightly 

further up into the valley. It is mainly sheltered from the wind and only affected by strong easterly / 

south easterly winds. 



Churchwood Forest School site can and will be used by the Kindergarten if it is felt that the wind 

conditions in the Kindergarten area pose too great a risk to staff and children.  

 

What should be considered a ‘high wind speed’ and when to act upon a forecast 

 

When assessing wind speed forecasts, the Kindergarten Manager should rely on forecasts given by 

the Met Office. Other forecasts can be used to gain an idea of the spectrum of forecasted wind, but 

ultimately the Met Office forecast should determine any action that needs to be taken.  

 

Met Office forecasts are issued in miles per hour (mph). The Met Office will provide a forecast of 

hourly average wind speed as well as the highest predicted gust in any one hour. These details 

should be used in conjunction with the Beaufort Scale to give an insight into expected conditions in 

the woodland. The Beaufort Scale is as follows: 

 

Force mph Description Specification for use on land 

0 0 – 1 Calm Calm; smoke rises vertically 

1 1 – 3 Light air Direction of wind shown by smoke drift but 
not by wind vanes 

2 4 – 7 Light breeze Wind felt on face; leaves rustle; wind 
vanes moved by wind 

3 8 – 12 Gentle breeze Leaves and small twigs in constant motion; 
wind extends a light flag 

4 13 – 18 Moderate breeze Wind raises dust, leaves and loose paper; 
small branches are moved 

5 19 – 24 Fresh breeze Small trees in leaf begin to sway; crested 
wavelets form on inland waters 

6 25 – 31 Strong breeze Large branches in motion; whistling heard 
in telegraph wires; umbrellas used with 

difficulty 

7 32 – 38 Near gale Whole trees in motion; inconvenience felt 
when walking against the wind 

8 39 – 46 Gale Twigs break off trees; wind generally 
impedes progress 

9 47 – 54 Severe gale Slight structural damage occurs (chimney 
pots and slates removed) 

10 55 – 63 Storm Seldom experienced inland; trees 
uprooted; considerable structural damage 

occurs 

11 64 – 72  Violent storm Very rarely experienced; wind 
accompanied by wide spread damage 

12 73 – 83 Hurricane N/A 

 

 

 

 

 



Contingency Plans and Cancellation 

 

Wind gusts forecast within Force 7: Be aware that the session will be windy and prepare for the 

possibility that the forecast may change for the worse. 

If wind gusts are forecast to reach above 35mph, staff should move out of the woods and use 

alternative areas such as the beach, the ‘bird hide’, the holiday park information room, the meadow, 

the stream or the Churchwood Forest School site. 

 

Wind gusts forecast within Force 8: Staff should only enter the woods to collect resources for the 

Kindergarten day. Children should not enter the woods; staff will meet children and parents at the 

holiday park reception and plan to use alternative sites (see above). 

 

Constant Force 8 winds and/or wind gusts into Force 9 forecast across the duration of the session: 

Staff will not enter the woods to collect resources. Instead, staff will utilise alternative sites and 

resources elsewhere so that the kindergarten session can still run. 

 

Acting upon a decision to cancel 

As parents rely on Churchwood Kindergarten for childcare, sessions are not cancelled unless under 

extreme circumstances (eg: forest fire, extreme flooding, dangerous road conditions for staff and 

parents). 

 

If the decision has been made to cancel a session, the child’s parent should be contacted at the 

earliest reasonable convenience, preferably with at least 24 hours’ notice from the specified 

beginning time of the session. If 24 hours’ notice is not possible due to reasons outside the 

Kindergarten’s control (eg: a forecast that changes for the worse), the child’s parent will be 

contacted as soon as the decision to cancel is made. 

 

Cancellation criteria can be difficult to measure and judge. Much of the assessment of whether or 

not to run a session will be made (preferably 24 hours) prior to the session commencing, using 

information provided by the Met Office. However, the Kindergarten Manager and/or Director are in 

a position of duty to cancel a session with regards to safety at any point and should use their 

experience and judgement to inform this decision at the time of cancellation, regardless of whether 

the session has started or not.  

 

Churchwood Kindergarten is in the fortunate position of having multiple alternative on- and off-site 

areas to use and, as such, will only cancel a session where absolutely necessary for the safety of all 

staff and children.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Policy Monitoring and Review 

This policy is monitored by the staff and management of Churchwood Kindergarten and will be 

reviewed annually, or before if necessary. 

 

Date created: 21st April 2019 
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